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Let’s Rethink Renewables is a network of
concerned Australians who are united against the
Government’s reckless rollout of industrial
renewable projects in regional and rural
communities.

EXECUTIVE INTRODUCTION

SUMMARY

Renewable energy has
consequences
We are told that Australia’s transition to a ‘green
energy future’ is a positive and smart solution,
which will transition us into a ‘renewable energy
superpower’.

Unfortunately, the reality is far from the glitzy
marketing messaging and virtue signaling policies
of pro-renewable politicians and companies.
Wind, solar, high-voltage transmission lines and
towers, pumped hydro and industrial battery
energy storage system (BESS) projects have
consequences.

The majority of these consequences are being felt
by our regional communities. They are ‘out-of-
sight and out-of-mind’ for city people who support
and vote for pro-renewable advocates.

Let’s Rethink Renewables is driven to highlight
these consequences. As bulldozers rumble
across our rural landscapes and solar panels
carpet our productive farmland, the costs of
renewables projects are mounting.

We believe our landscapes, productive farmland
and native wildlife are worth protecting, but once
they are gone, they are gone for good.

Will you join us in this fight?

Let’s Rethink Renewables
represents over 120
community action groups that
are being steamrolled by
industrial wind, solar and
transmission projects.

Importantly, we are fighting for
our present and future
generations who will pay the
price of the reckless rush to
Net Zero with higher electricity
prices, energy insecurity and
the loss of Australia’s precious
unrenewable landscapes,
farmland and wildlife habitats.

Join us or donate today!



Many Australians are under the impression that large-scale renewable projects
are happening in the middle of deserts - they are not.

The reality is, our productive farmland is being carpeted with a sea of solar
panels and wind turbines. Meanwhile, high-voltage transmission line projects
are crisscrossing our agricultural land, threatening Australia’s food security
and destabilising our agricultural productivity.

The Victorian Government’s ‘Offshore Wind: Policy Directions Paper’ (below),
issued in March 2022, admitted, ‘Analysis indicates that to meet net-zero
targets using onshore renewables could require up to 70 per cent of Victoria’s
agricultural land to host wind and solar farms.’

Of course, the requirement of farmland for renewables in Victoria is just an
example of what is taking place right across Australia.

PRODUCTIVE FARMLAND

Source: National Library of Australia - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3163118181/view



Our spectacular, natural rural landscapes are being replaced by large-scale
wind and solar projects. Coupled with this, high-voltage transmission lines
and their mammoth towers will crisscross our precious countryside's to link
up with these projects.

Renewable Energy Zones (REZ) are being planned across Australia. In
New South Wales, there are five REZ’s being planned or underway, with
Energy Co’s website describing them as the ‘equivalent of modern-day
power stations’. The Central-West Orana REZ alone will be 20,000km2 in
area, swamping the quintessential country towns of Dubbo, Dunedoo,
Coolah, Wellington, Mudgee and many more.

RURAL LANDSCAPES

Source: NSW Energy Co. - https://www.energyco.nsw.gov.au/renewable-energy-
zones/renewable-energy-zone-locations

Scan QR Code to
watch the 3d
animation mapping
of all proposed
renewable energy
projects in NSW.

Courtesy: Rainforest
Reserves Australia

EVEN OUR OCEANS ARE AT RISK
Offshore wind projects will also be added to our energy mix. The Illawarra
project has generated fierce community backlash, with a declared area of
1,022km2. However, this is the smallest of the six planned. The largest, in
Gippsland, Victoria, will be 15,000km2.



Our unique and precious pristine
wildlife habitats are being destroyed
during the construction of
renewable energy projects, with
many rare and endangered native
animals and plant species being
killed in the process.

Destroying our critical habitat for
renewables makes no sense.

WILDLIFE HABITATS

Source: Rainforest Reserves Australia
https://www.rainforestreserves.org.au

Destruction of koala and greater glider habitat for
the Lotus Creek wind project.

Wind construction site in Kaban, Qld
Photography: Steven Nowakowski

Our ecosystems are bearing the brunt of
an ever-increasing number of poorly sited
renewable energy developments.

Alarmingly, many renewable projects are
underway or planned for sensitive biodiversity
corridors, with no true investigation into the
cumulative impacts that such extensive land
clearing will have on our ecosystems, wildlife,
plant species and the greater biosphere.

BIODIVERSITY VS. RENEWABLES
The reckless rollout of renewables is exposing that policy makers are willing to destroy
the environment to ‘supposedly’ save it. Consideration must be given to whether the
degradation of Australia’s biodiversity and the loss of native animals, plants and
ecosystems is a price that we wish to pay for a Net Zero future. Once our unique wildlife
habitats are gone, they are gone for good.



Our strong communities are being fractured and divided, with increased
depression, anxiety, guilt and suspicion spreading amongst the community.
Worse still, many feel unrepresented by Government and ignored by the rest
of Australia.

People across rural and regional Australia are crying out for fairness and
transparency whilst Government energy corporations continue to be
dismissive of their concerns, essentially abandoning our communities in the
relentless rush to a renewable energy future.

OUR COMMUNITIES

Source: ‘Queensland locals stand up to
solar farm, remove security fence’
The Australian Jan 20, 2025

Unfortunately, our rural and regional
communities have been abandoned and
ignored. Many are drowning in a seemingly
impossible fight against multi-national
renewable corporations that are forcing their
projects on private lands.
 
This unrelenting pressure needs to stop!
Our Communities deserve better. 



Despite being told that renewables are ‘the cheapest form of energy’, the
rollout of wind and solar and mad rush to ‘Net Zero’ has coincided with rising
electricity prices.

OUR WAY OF LIFE

Blessed with an abundance of natural resources, Australia should be the
wealthiest country in the World, with the cheapest energy. Yet, our
electricity prices keep going up, while millions of dollars in Government
subsidies go to renewable investors.

The intergenerational theft that is taking place in the name of ‘a green
energy future’ has yet to be realised. Unfortunately, it will be our kids and
grandkids that will be paying the price for the poor policy decisions of
today’s Governments.

Future generations are being robbed of the Australian way of life that
previous generations have enjoyed!



Build 
Membership

Spread the
word

OUR PLAN
OF ACTION

Lobby Parliamentarians

Host events,
rallies & forums

Attract funding

Mobalise
volunteers



LET’S RETHINK RENEWABLES
IN ACTION



LET’S RETHINK RENEWABLES
IN ACTION



GET INVOLVED! 

Your support can come in a variety of forms:

JOIN US:
The more Members we have, the more powerful our
movement will be. We believe greater political
involvement is the key to driving change in Australia. 
Please consider driving real change by becoming a
Member.
Visit: www.letsrethinkrenewables.org 

DONATE: 
Donations play a vital part in building our movement.
Your contribution can aid us with: 

Social media campaigns
Venue hire for events and conventions
Printing flyers, banners and materials
Travelling to events & speaking engagements
Hiring billboards and general advertising

HOW YOU CAN YOUR
INVOLVEMENT

SUPPORT US
Scan to join us

or to donate

This is your
chance to be

part of a
movement to
protect our

communities,
our economy,

our energy
security 
and our

environment



THANK YOUTHANK YOU

hel lo@letsrethinkrenewables.org

www.letsrethinkrenewables.org

For media enquires please contact
hel lo@letsrethinkrenewables.org


